St Ives Uniting Church
3 March 2024

Lent 3
Holy Communion

Call to worship and welcome
Hymn: 64 Bless the Lord, my soul (Tune: Diademata 228)
Prayers of adoration and confession

Assurance of forgiveness
Hear Christ’s word of grace: “Your sins are forgiven”
Thanks be to God

Notices Lawrence Peak

Bible readings

John 2:13-22 Deb Marshall
B3When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. 1#In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep
and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. ** So he made
a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and
cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their
tables. 1° To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop
turning my Father’s house into a market!” 7 His disciples remembered
that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

8 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove
your authority to do all this?”

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and | will raise it again in
three days.”



20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you
are going to raise it in three days?” 2! But the temple he had spoken of
was his body. ?? After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled
what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that
Jesus had spoken.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Marian Kingham
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. ° For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;

the intelligence of the intelligent | will frustrate.”
20\Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is
the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? %! For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did
not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was
preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks
look for wisdom, 22 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sermon: The message of the cross
Hymn: 339 O sacred head sore wounded
Offering and prayer

Prayers of the people

Communion hymn: 538 Feed us now, bread of life
2



The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you
And also with you

Holy communion
As we come to the Lord’s table, let us pray:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden; cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, so that we may
truly love you and worthily praise your holy name: Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

With the faithful of every generation, we praise your holy name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And together we pray the prayer he taught his disciples:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.



Give us our daily bread,

and forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever Amen

Hymn: 453 We limit not the truth of God
Benediction
Threefold Amen

Postlude Pianist Lawrence Peak




